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.. teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you." 
— JESUS, THE CHRIST 
Religious News 
Annual Eternity Magazine 
"Book of the Year" Poll 
Selects Henry, Schaeffer 
In an annual survey of 200 Christ ian 
book critics, Eternity Magazine announces 
a tie for first place. Car l Henry ' s God, 
Revelation and Authority and Francis 
Schaeffer ' s How Should We Then Live? 
each received an identical number of votes, 
the first such tie in the poll 's 17 year 
history. 
T h e P h i l a d e l p h i a - b a s e d m o n t h l y 
magazine reported the runners-up to be: 
Rich Christians in a Hungry World, by 
Ronald Sider (third place). Let Justice 
Roll Down by John Perkins (fourth). The 
Good News Bible (fifth). Redating the 
New Testament, by J. A. T. Robinson 
(sixth). On Being a Christian, by Hans 
Kung (eighth). Biblical Authority, edited 
by Jack Rogers (ninth). Can We Trust the 
New Testament? by J . A. T. Robinson 
(tenth). 
Both t he H e n r y and the Schae f f e r 
volumes could be considered weighty in 
content and expensive ($12.95 each). T h e 
Schaeffer book is an analysis of the history 
of Western culture f rom a Chris t ian per-
spective. Sale of the book has been un-
usually brisk and its publisher, Fleming 
Revell, recently bought a full-page adver-
tisement in the New York Times to 
promote it. 
Henry 's God, Revelation and Authority, 
a two-volume set f rom Word Books, is a 
study in the availability of a word from 
God, the nature of his revelation to man 
and the method theologians must employ 
to understand its message. 
Catholic Editor Questions Merit 
of "Christian Yellow Pages" 
A Roman Catholic editor has raised 
questions about the "Chris t ian Yellow 
Pages ," which is a defendant in three suits 
brought against it and the "Chris t ian 
Business Directory" in Cal i fornia . 
Writ ing in the Oct. 7 edition of The 
Chicago Catholic, editor A. E. P. Wall 
says, " W e question the merit of the new 
'Chris t ian Yellow Pages' projects, ap-
parently designed to list business and pro-
fessional services put on the marke t by a 
special category of Christians. Those who 
don ' t belong are left out, and by implica-
tion will not enjoy the pat ronage of 
members of the g roup . " 
The editor of the Chicago archdiocesan 
weekly writes that " the idea of building 
fences around a Christ ian communi ty , 
then plastering the gates shut with dollar 
b i l l s a n d s t o c k c e r t i f i c a t e s , s e e m s 
remarkably out of charac ter . " 
He asks, " W h a t does this have in com-
mon with Jesus? Wha t does it say about a 
communi ty of believers—and what they 
believe in?" 
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From the Editor 
P a u l , in w r i t i n g t o t h e E p h e s i a n C h u r c h , s t a t e d t h a t 
a m o n g t h e g i f t s t o t h e c h u r c h w a s t h a t of t h e p r o p h e t . In 
P a u l ' s s t a t e m e n t t h e p r o p h e t w a s i d e n t i f i e d a l o n g wi th t h e 
a p o s t l e , t h e e v a n g e l i s t , a n d t h e p a s t o r - t e a c h e r as n e e d f u l in 
t h e l i fe of t h e c h u r c h . 
T o a S p i r i t - d i r e c t e d f e l l o w s h i p I be l i eve G o d g ives t h e s e 
g i f t s . T h e r e a r e t h o s e w i t h i n t h e g r o u p w h o cal l a p e o p l e t o 
m e a s u r e t h e i r l ives by G o d ' s p l u m b l i n e . T h e y a r e p e r c e p -
t ive of t h e t i m e s a n d t h e m o r a l c l i m a t e a n d b r i n g t h e 
i n s i g h t s of G o d ' s w o r d t o b e a r u p o n t h e m . T h e i r m e s s a g e 
is n o t e a s y t o a c c e p t b u t is n e c e s s a r y t o h e a r . 
T h e w r i t e r of t h e l ead a r t i c l e h a s , I be l ieve , th i s 
p r o p h e t i c g i f t . H e r e a d s t h e t i m e s t h r o u g h b ib l i ca l g l a s s e s 
a n d finds m u c h in t h e m " o u t of j o i n t . " H e ca l l s f o r t h e 
p a s t o r t o e x e r c i s e th i s m i n i s t r y w i t h i n his c o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
m i n i s t r y . I t is a ca l l t o d e c l a r e " a l l t h e c o u n s e l of G o d . " 
T h e P e a c e a n d S o c i a l C o n c e r n s C o m m i s s i o n h a s a s k e d 
m e t o cal l t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e c h u r c h t o t h e a c t i o n of t h e 
1976 G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e in r e f e r e n c e t o " a b o r t i o n , 
e u t h a n a s i a , c a p i t a l p u n i s h m e n t , su i c ide , d r u g s , a l c o h o l , 
a n d t o b a c c o . " T h e a c t i o n of t h e G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e w a s : 
" R e c o m m e n d t h a t s t u d y , d i s c u s s i o n , a n d r e s e a r c h be 
c o n t i n u e d o n t h e i s sues b e f o r e a n off ic ia l s t a t e m e n t is p r e -
s e n t e d t o C o n f e r e n c e . " 
I n d i v i d u a l s o r c o n g r e g a t i o n s w i s h i n g to h a v e c o p i e s of 
t h e p a p e r s p r e p a r e d o n t h e s e s u b j e c t s m a y o b t a i n t h e s e b y 
w r i t i n g to : 
P e a c e a n d S o c i a l C o n c e r n s C o m m i s s i o n 
P . O . B o x 149 
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Teaching Them to Observe 
T H E Chiristian life is of supernatural origin but it is not 
automatic in its development. Jesus made this clear when 
He included in His commission to His disciples the 
command to follow conversion and baptism with teach-
ing. 
The doctrinal and ethical contents of the gospel do not 
follow conversion without effort and intent. Although the 
Holy Spirit is the divine agent of truth, the church is en-
trusted with the task of communicating this truth. This 
communication has received the term "Christian edu-
cation." 
Christian education is Bible-based. We have no other 
source of knowledge of God's redemptive activity. In the 
Bible we have a record of God's actions and His words. 
Here we have the source of our knowledge of Christ—His 
coming, His death, and His resurrection. We also have in 
the Scriptures the meaning of these historical facts. 
The Bible is the story of God's creation, of man's fall 
and of God's efforts at restoration. This story climaxes in 
the coming of Christ and the salvation provided through 
Him. Here we have a record of the resurrection as the 
ultimate evidence of Christ 's claim. 
Through the Bible, God calls us to live in light of what 
He has done and to identify with Christ in the new king-
dom He has ushered in. But the Bible remains a closed 
book to those who do not study it. Far too many Chris-
tians have only the vaguest idea of the biblical story, its 
sequence, and its significance. They support their faith by 
fragments of Scripture and interesting but inaccurate 
paraphrases. The Bible is more of an amulet than a spirit-
ual atlas; a fetish rather than the source book for the new 
life. 
So it becomes the task of Christian education to open 
the Bible and to test all things by it—experience, doctrine, 
and conduct. 
Christian education is Christ-centered. The focus and 
center of all Scripture is Jesus Christ. It is of Him that the 
prophets spoke and it was to Him that the apostles and 
New Testament bore witness. He is the key to the under-
standing of both the Old and the New Testament. The four 
Gospels are, therefore, crucial in the study and under-
standing of the Bible. 
In His stating of the commission to the church, Jesus 
clearly defined the heart of the church's teaching, " . . . 
teaching them to observe all things that I have com-
manded you." Here we have the "core curriculum" of 
Christian education. 
Christians are not known alone by their profession of 
faith. They are known by their faithfulness in following 
Jesus Christ. It is of no small significance that the teach-
ing which Christ called for is intended for our "observ-
ing" of that which Christ "commanded." 
It is my observation that this has not been the "core cur-
riculum" of Christian education. In the words of the writer 
to the Hebrews we have spent our efforts on " the elemen-
tary doctrines of Christ . . . laying again a foundation of 
repentance from dead works and faith towards God." The 
Hebrew writer is clear in the need for this foundational 
teaching but calls on the readers to "go on to maturity." In 
the words of Paul to the Ephesians it is to come " to the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ ." 
Christian education is decision-oriented. Christian faith 
is directed to the will. Knowledge is essential but in-
sufficient. In order to follow Christ one must know who He 
is; what He has done; and what He has taught. But the 
crucial element is the response of the will. It is Abraham 
rising early in the morning, and with Isaac, making the 
journey to the land of Moriah. It is Saul, saying "Lord , 
what would you have me do?" It is a child or a youth 
becoming aware that he is not going God's way and asking 
in his own words, "What must I do to be saved?" It is an 
adult discovering a new truth and responding in obedience 
to it. 
The citadel of man-soul is neither in the intellect nor the 
emotions. It is in the will. The intellect and the emotions 
are channels to the will but it is in the will where the crucial 
battles are won or lost. 
We can easily make one or the other of two errors in 
Christian education. We can see it as unrelated to deci-
sion and assume that the knowledge of the Bible and of 
Christ and of Christian values is sufficient. We fail to call 
for that crisis of the will by which we enter the kingdom 
and by which we grow in it. The other mistake is to neglect 
teaching and to count too heavily upon the initial deci-
sion, assuming that growth will follow; depending upon the 
Spirit in a manner that is not biblical. 
Christian education is church-related. Christian educa-
tion takes place best within the life of the congregation. 
This is true for children and youth and adults. In the con-
gregation, truth is not only learned in the classroom, it is 
observed in the life of the congregation. It is observed as 
families gather for worship. It occurs in the preaching of 
the Word. It is felt as the congregation joins in the joyous 
singing of the hymns and gospel songs of the church. It is 
seen as the members respond to needs within the 
body—bearing each other's burdens. It is sensed as adults 
share and witness to their faith in the presence of the chil-
dren and youth. It is felt as a sense of both the past and the 
future is realized—realizing that the church is a part of the 
people of God whose roots are deep in the Old Testament 
and whose future is glorious beyond our comprehension; 
whose heroes are the prophets, and the apostles, the 
martyrs and the missionaries, the faithful, both small and 
great. 
What the home is to the family, as a context for learn-
ing and maturity, the congregation is to the Christian. 
Here Christian education takes place, beginning in the 
earliest years and continuing through the adult years. 
Adults share their faith with children and youth, and all 
generations learn together, assisting each other in the 
understanding of God's truth and the doing of it. 
Z 
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Where Are the Prophets? 
John K. Stoner 
O N E O F T H E things which the 
prophets of God have done through-
out history is to identify sin and con-
demn it. Recognizing that humanity 
does not even know what its sin is, nor 
the multiplied forms of its rebellion 
a g a i n s t G o d , t h e p r o p h e t s , o r 
preachers, of God have named the sins 
of the day and called people to repent-
ance. 
In view of that , we are confronted 
today with a strange and highly dis-
t ressing s i tua t ion . It is tha t the 
preachers are silent about the per-
vasive and unmitigated violence to 
which the nations are commit ted. 
Millennia ago, when man ' s instru-
ments of war and violence were rude 
and crude, the fumbling efforts of pre-
historic technology, the word of the 
Lord came in condemnation of the 
violence which filled the ear th . For 
this, among other sins, judgment fell 
and the earth was destroyed by flood. 
Only God ' s servant Noah and his 
family were saved. 
W e see today a great fascination on 
the part of Christ ians with searching 
for Noah ' s Ark . This could be ignored 
as one of the many harmless diver-
sions with which Christ ians choose to 
occupy themselves if it were not for 
the fact that those who seek the diver-
sion seem so oblivious of the tragedy 
that stalks them. The violence which 
covered the earth in Noah ' s time, 
t oday , with the help of modern 
technology, stands ready to incinerate 
the earth. But there is no warning 
f rom the preachers. They seem too 
busy hunting Noah ' s Ark. 
In contrast to this, the preachers of 
Old and New Testament times spoke 
The writer, a minister in the Brethren in Christ 
Church, is presently serving as Executive Direc-
tor, Peace Section, Mennonite Central Com-
mittee. 
the word of God to their generations. 
They did not hesitate to call sin sin, 
and in particular, they were not silent 
about the sin of violence. 
Isaiah took up a taunt against the 
king of Babylon and declared his over-
throw, citing his exploits in war and 
violence as the cause: 
" . . . because you have destroyed 
your land, you have slain your 
people" (Is. 14:30). 
The king of Babylon had never leveled 
a Hiroshima with an atomic bomb nor 
genetically maimed the survivors of a 
Nagasaki with a nuclear weapon, but 
I s a i a h c o n d e m n e d his v io lence , 
asking: 
" I s this the man who made the 
earth tremble, who shook king-
doms, who made the world like a 
desert and overthrew its cities, who 
did not let his prisoners go home?" 
(Isa. 14:16-17). 
A m o s declared j u d g m e n t upon 
nations for their violence. It is signifi-
cant, moreover, that he considered 
pagan and idolatrous nations culpable 
for their warmaking. This stands in 
stark contrast to the preachers of 
today who justify the most heinous 
and diabolical methods of warmaking 
and weapons systems on the spurious 
grounds that the state, because it is not 
Christian, cannot be expected to re-
strain its violence nor be held account-
able for its homicide and rapacity. 
Amos said that the Lord has observed 
the transgressions of the nations and 
will not revoke the punishment. He 
c i t e d t h e m o n e a f t e r a n o t h e r . 
D a m a s c u s , " b e c a u s e they have 
threshed Gilead with threshing sledges 
of i ron" (an atrocity in war compar-
able to the use of napalm); Gaza, 
"because they carried into exile a 
whole people to deliver them up to 
E d o m " (traffic in slavery which makes 
one think of American history); Tyre, 
for the same thing; Edom, "because he 
pursued his brother with the sword, 
and cast off all pity"; the Ammonites , 
"because they have ripped up women 
with child in Gilead, that they might 
enlarge their borders"; and Moab, 
"because he burned to lime the bones 
of the king of Edom" (Amos 1 and 2). 
Every case cited condemns some form 
of violence. 
The psalmist describes the violence 
of the wicked. "Pr ide is their neck-
lace, violence covers them as a gar-
m e n t " (Ps. 73:6). 
Ezekiel proclaimed the word of the 
Lord: " I s it too slight a thing for the 
house of Judah to commit the abomin-
ations which they commit here, that 
they should fill the land with violence, 
and provoke me further to anger?" 
(Ezek. 8:17). 
Moving to the New Testament we 
hear Jesus extol every virtue which is 
contrary to the spirit of violence and 
the viciousness of war. He proclaims 
the blessedness of the poor, and poor 
in spirit, the meek, those who hunger 
and thirst to see justice done, the 
mericful, the peacemakers, and the 
persecuted. He expands the prohibi-
tion of killing to touch the very roots 
of violence against another person, 
namely, the thought-life where at-
titudes that lead to violence are born 
and nurtured. The life and teachings of 
Jesus are the most comprehensive, 
powerful, and inescapable condemna-
tion of violence which has ever been 
seen. 
The apostle Paul continues in the 
spirit of Jesus. In his evangelistic 
message, describing the power of sin 
and the characteristics of sinners, he 
says, "Their feet are swift to shed 
blood, in their paths are ruin and 
misery, and the way of peace they do 
not know" (Romans 3:15-17). Where 
are the evangelis ts today whose 
to page fourteen 
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Field Notes of a 
Political Science Student 
Robert Barrett 
1 F O U N D my experience with Jesus 
of Nazareth to be very baffling. I 'm a 
student in the Galilee Community 
College (G.C.C.). Part of my course 
work in political science involves field 
experience with a local leader. I chose 
Jesus because He is very active in this 
area and He does not require prior 
experience of His workers. Before I 
began this field work, I thought that I 
understood political science well. I had 
a neat set of theories about image-
bui ld ing and pol i t ica l s t r a t egy . 
Though these ideas have worked well 
for many political leaders, Jesus does 
not use them. He shatters the well-
polished stereotypes, and yet most 
people agree He is an ideal leader. 
My first impression of Jesus is that 
He has a great following, and they are 
very devoted to Him. Over five thou-
sand men (not counting the women 
and children) attended a seminar He 
c o n d u c t e d . W h a t devo t ion ! T h e 
seminar He conducted was held in a 
wasteland, and there were no catering 
services. Needless to say, the people 
became quite hungry. I just had to 
leave after two days and eat at an inn. 
When I returned, the people were leav-
ing alright, but not because they were 
hungry. When I got to the disciples, I 
saw 12 baskets of bread scraps. How 
did Jesus do it? Where did He get food 
for all these people? All my question-
ing just yielded a story about a boy 
and his lunch and how Jesus stretched 
it for the crowd. This will be a problem 
back at G.C.C.; they will never be-
The author is Assistant Professor of Physics and 
Mathematics, Messiah College. He and his wife 
are members of the Grantham Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
lieve this story. I had better not put it 
in my final paper, but the bread in 
these 12 baskets surely tasted good. 
From what I've said I guess you can 
see my predicament: Jesus is so un-
conventional. Yes, He is a great 
speaker. Not only do people listen to 
Him with rapt attention, but His 
speech is so full of common examples 
that the people remember what He 
said. Most of the speeches that you 
hear or read in text books are so 
flowery and full of big words that 
y o u ' r e impressed but you c a n ' t 
remember a thing. Not so with Jesus; 
His stories from everyday life really 
stick with the people. Jesus seems to 
have an authority that transcends im-
pressive phraseology. 
I'd like to drive my point home by 
listing some of the differences be-
tween how I thought one should run a 
successful campaign and how Jesus 
does it. 
First , one needs a good head-
quarters from which to run a cam-
paign. Now this was a real point of 
departure for Jesus. He had no head-
quarters or campaign center; in fact 
He once said, "The foxes have holes 
. . . but the son of man has no where to 
lay his head." This is true, and we 
sleep out many nights. But why 
couldn't he conceal our lack of facili-
ties? Why did He announce it publi-
cily? We could have had more fol-
lowers, no doubt, if we stayed in hotels 
or inns. 
Second, I've learned that it's impor-
tant for each politician to have a good 
appointment secretary. This person 
gives " the top" some privacy and he 
can keep unimportant people from 
getting to "the chief." But not Jesus, 
with all His disciples not one of them 
serves as a secretary. I remember 
when some village women wanted 
Jesus to hold their children. Well, I 
knew that the Master, as they call 
Him, was too busy. So we just took a 
little authority and tried to send the 
women away. This was right, wasn't 
it? But how did Jesus respond? Did He 
back us up? No! He rebuked us and 
called the kids to come close to Him. 
Well, they all crowded around and 
really seemed to enjoy Him and His 
words to them. 
I must say that Jesus often called a 
child into our inner circle. Do we have 
time for children, I ask you? How 
could we have an effective strategy 
session with kids around? But Jesus 
seemed to like children a lot and—get 
this—He seemed to feel that they had 
some things to teach us! Well, I 'm not 
too fond of kids and I've finished three 
years of college; what could I learn 
from them? But Jesus thought differ-
ently. 
Third, in the budget department the 
campaign is sadly lacking. A leader 
must raise money. He should have a 
budget and have certain givers lined up 
to meet the expenses. Well, we do have 
a treasurer, Judas, who showed much 
possessiveness over the money. But we 
have no accountants and Jesus seems 
quite unconcerned with the state of 
our finances. Why Judas could be 
dipping into the money, and we might 
never find out. We have no cash 
reserves—just some women who give 
us money when we are low. We really 
are indebted to them. But we have lost 
some good opportunities to really 
change things. Once a rich ruler came 
up asking how he could better him-
self. He just seemed to be begging to 
give to our campaign. Needless to say, 
we made sure he didn't have to wait to 
to page eight 
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New Faces - New Building 
Bronx, New York 
New Faces 
It was hard for the people in the 
Bronx to accept Alvin and Thata 
Book's decision to peave Fellowship 
Chapel for a period of study on the 
West Coast. For six years they had 
given unstinting leadership and had 
won a place in the hearts of the people. 
The announcement that "Pas tor" was 
being nominated as a Bishop helped 
somewhat . But the question was, 
"Who will come to take their place?" 
The Lord had graciously provided. 
Beginning in September , pastoral 
arrived in New York in mid-October 
and plunged right into the work, 
finishing up details on the new Chapel 
and giving overall guidance to the 
Voluntary Service unit and the new 
Community Ministries program. 
Since their "retirement" from the 
farm in 1966, the M inters have played 
a unique role in the life of the church: 
first going to the Navajo Mission as 
superintendent, then spending a winter 
in Mexico with Wycliffe Translators 
(Sam did proofreading in three lan-
In his first report to Bishop Byers, Pastor Farina wrote: "After a 
little more than a month of serving Fellowship Chapel as Pastor, I 
admit that I feel much pleased with the progress that I see. The church 
family seems to be growing closer to the Lord . . . and to each other. 
Attendance has been good and expectancy has been high. God is 
meeting us in a real way! 
"We have had many new contacts that we trust will soon develop 
into a part of our church family. . . . We have already placed a man 
with a drinking problem in a local program. We are trusting the Lord 
for a complete victory in this man's life. We have given groceries and 
witness to others who will be sending their children to Sunday school. 
We have prayed a new couple through a stormy time in their mar-
riage . . . and we are hoping and trusting the Lord for a new love to 
come forth since they have committed themselves to Jesus. 
"Others are experiencing the supply of God . . . as they have given 
out of their need. One particular woman gave her last dollar and 
before getting home from church received a gift from a person of $10 
for her grocer ies. . . . 
"These are His doings . . . and they are marvelous in our eyes!" 
leadership is being given by Dan 
Farina, on a part-time basis. A mem-
ber of the staff of New York Bible So-
ciety (where he works with Mary Lou 
Ruegg, church board secretary of 
Fellowship Chapel), Dan grew up in 
the Bronx, studied in the area of urban 
ministries, and for some time had been 
praying for the opportunity to be-
come more directly involved in city 
mission work. Serving as associate 
pastor of the Italian Christian Church 
in the Bronx for the past 13 years, he 
has been active in the denominational 
youth activities of his church, the 
C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h e s of N o r t h 
America. 
Picking up responsibilities as in-
terim Superintendent is Sam Minter 
of Abilene, Kansas. Sam and Ruth 
TREMONT AVENUE 
guages), then spending several months 
in Brooklyn before going to Zambia 
for two and a half years. Within a year 
of returning to Kansas from Africa, 
they were called first to Camp Brook-
haven, then to Spring Lake Retreat in 
New York. Sam then helped out the 
Mennonite Disaster Service work in 
Colorado after the Big Thompson 
flood. A year ago, they were in the 
Bronx, ripping out two apartment 
partitions in preparation for the re-
modeling project. Most recently they 
served as interim Superintendent for 
four months at Montreal Lake Chil-
dren's Home in Saskatchewan. 
God is blessing Fellowship Chapel 
with uniquely gifted leaders, for which 
we give Him thanks. 
New Building 
The newly-remodeled Chapel at 240 
E. Tremont Avenue was dedicated in 
June, before the Books left the city. 
But a major amount of finish detail 
remained to be done, especially in the 
basement, before city inspectors would 
permit the congregation's occupying 
the building. Necessary work was 
done in late summer and early fall, 
with the certificate of occupancy re-
ceived the last of October. (There still 
remain many final touches yet to be 
done.) 














Paved area common to 3 buildings 
T 
Fenced back yards 
6 Evangelical Visitor 
New Program 
It is a tribute to the vision of Pastor 
Book and the congregation that the 
renovation of the basement and first 
floor of the four-story apartment 
building was done without major in-
fusion of contr ibut ions f rom the 
general church. The congregation had 
a BIG STEP F O R W A R D fund drive 
under the direction of Alvin Burk-
holder, topping their goal of $25,000 
in cash and three-year pledges . . . 
noteworthy for a small city mission 
church. This was applied toward 
renovation costs. Some 150 people 
donated over 3,600 person-hours of 
The double white doors with cross-shaped windows lead into the sanctuary, 
which seats 120 persons with ease. A pastor's study, sound equipment room 
and baptistry are the first floor, with a kitchen and two assembly rooms in the 
basement. 
Heriberto (Eddie) Gonzales, assistant to the pastor, leads in Scripture 
reading at the June dedication of the newly-remodeled Chapel. Bishops 
Henry Cinder and C. B. Byers shared in the service. 
labor (as of Dedication Sunday). The 
six rented apartments on the second, 
third and fourth floors help to amor-
tize the purchase mortgage and cover 
ongoing building maintenance. 
The Voluntary Service unit, the 
superintendent's quarters, and some 
Christian education classrooms are 
located next door, in the original 
Chapel building. 
The "new" chapel and the "old" chapel are 
separated by an apartment building. On one side 




With the move of the congregation 
into the new building, the former 
sanctuary is now available for hous-
ing the developing tutoring program. 
Under the direction of Jan Hykes, 
" T h e Little Lighthouse Learning 
Center" will provide special help with 
school work and basic learning con-
cepts for elementary students from the 
school next door. Staffed by volun-
teers for the community and church, 
the program should be fully function-
ing by early December. 
The C H I L D R E N ' S M I S S I O N S 
PROJECT, sponsored by the Junior 
Missionary Prayer Band, this year will 
focus on the Little Lighthouse Learn-
ing Center. Funds from this year's 
project will make possible purchasing 
of needed tables, chairs, teaching 
equipment, supplies and related items 
needed for the tutoring program and 




Dan Farina (left) listens while S a m Minter makes a point, with Ruth looking 
on. The congregation had a "Welcome Sam and Ruth" fellowship after 
prayer meeting, complete with a food shower. 
Keep Blooming 
Rhoda Lehman 
F I E L D N O T E S 
from page five 
see Jesus. My question is why did 
Jesus let him slip through our fingers? 
Why did Jesus say he must give all his 
finances to the poor? Why not give 
some of that useful currency into our 
treasury? Why he could have really 
helped us! So Jesus let him go away 
without giving us a nickel. What will 
they say about this back at the politi-
cal science department? 
Four th , Jesus purposely avoids 
some great opportunities to get in the 
public eye. It always seemed to me the 
more fame you had the better. Being 
well known gave someone a definite 
edge. But Jesus likes to avoid the 
public show. He healed a man quickly 
so that the crowd couldn't see it. That 
is the opposite of what I would have 
done. Then there were two blind men 
He made see. What a great asset to a 
campaign, but no, Jesus strictly told 
them not to tell anyone. I witnessed 
many such cases where Jesus shunned 
popularity. But being popular is help-
ful, isn't it? 
Lastly, Jesus knew how leaders act 
and command others, but He would 
have none of it Himself. He actually 
served His followers. A leader does 
not have time for this, and anyway, it 
demeans his position. He should be 
more dignified, but to see Jesus serve 
food to His disciples really challenges 
my image of a leader. Here He is with 
a tremendous following, He is able to 
out-smart the craftiest Jerusalem law-
yers, and yet He serves the disciples. 
Not only that, He keeps teaching that 
the greatest leader must be a servant 
and be like the youngest child. (Why, 
there's His liking for children again.) I 
don't think I can include this aspect of 
Jesus in my paper; the profs would red 
line it for sure. 
My field work with J e sus of 
Nazareth has been such a perplexing 
time that I wonder why I have en-
joyed the experience so much. After 
getting A's in most of my political 
science courses, I thought that I un-
derstood the theory and structure of 
politics well. But Jesus has come along 
and knocked down most of these ideas 
as one would push over a sand castle. 
He knows men so well and has such 
wisdom that I question if He is not 
right in contrast to all my political 
science professors. He seems to be 
building on a completely different 
foundation than the greatest men in 
this field. I must study Jesus more and 
get more involved in His campaign be-
cause He has an assurance and stabili-
ty that is lacking in all the theorists. 
U T 
1 will lift up mine eyes unto the 
hills, from whence cometh my help. 
My help cometh from the Lord, which 
made heaven and e a r t h " (Psalm 
121:1). 
What is more beautiful than God's 
handiwork? Nature can teach us many 
lessons. 
For a short time, let's take a stroll 
down a mountain path in early spring 
and see the dogwood trees bursting 
forth in bloom or the honeysuckle 
vines sending forth their sweet per-
fume across the mountain side, the 
large bloom of the mountain laurel 
dotting the sides of the road bursting 
forth in all its glory, then to lower 
ground where ferns are growing every-
where, their lacy beauty blowing in the 
breeze as though giving praise to God 
for being able to live and shed forth 
their beauty. 
We see the black-eyed Susan dotting 
the hillsides with their unique colors of 
yellow and black. Each flower, bush, 
and tree blooming exactly where it has 
been placed. 
This past summer we returned to 
Watkins Glen, in New York State. We 
were again enjoying the beauty of the 
large gorge with its rock formations 
The author is a homemaker and pastor's wife. 
She. with her husband. Earl, serve the Shermans 
Valley Brethren in Christ congregation. 
"And if thy hand offend thee cut it 
off" (Mark 9:43). 
Our fear of fanaticism has all but 
paralyzed our progress. The average 
Christian's concern is not commis-
sion but caution, not compassion but 
composure. 
We are preoccupied with the petty. 
The various media of communication 
today have made many more con-
cerned with how they look than how 
much they love, with the enhance-
ment of the ego instead of Christlike-
ness of character. The so-called saints 
have surrendered most of their en-
thusiasm to the existentialists. 
T h e e m p h a s i s a m o n g m a n y 
evangelicals today is on balance, beau-
ty and brains, not on purity, passion 
and power; on "gracious living," not 
on " the grace of life," and still we 
and waterfalls, when we noticed far 
out on a rocky ledge, a small plant 
blooming for all it was worth. It did 
not complain of the cold grey rock 
around it or that it was all alone. It 
just kept blooming. 
Notice the sunflower, with its tall 
stem, and large head. Regarded by 
some as a weed, it is often swayed in 
the wind, tattered and torn by hail and 
rain, yet it doesn't complain. It just 
stands there blooming. 
I thought of the saying which I read 
recent ly "Bloom where you are 
planted." 
We may be planted in the moun-
tains, the plains, a large city, or for-
eign soil, but we are expected to blo-
om. 
Like the little plant in the gorge, 
things around us may look cold, hard, 
grey, and sometimes lonesome, but we 
must bloom. 
The devil may blow or cause his 
hailstones of trials and confusion or 
his fiery darts to be thrown at us but 
like the sunflower we must hold our 
head high and keep blooming. 
If our roots are firmly grounded in 
God's Word and we are being fed by 
the Holy Spi r i t , we will b loom 
wherever God has planted us. 
Philippians 4:13, " I can do all 
t h i n g s t h r o u g h C h r i s t w h i c h 
strengtheneth me." 
wonder why the church retreats and 
hell advances! 
O for a new generation of "Holy 
Extremists!" whose watchwords are 
"blood and fire and pillars of smoke." 
Who "weep between the porch and the 
al tar" for the lost. Who give un-
stintingly and serve unselfishly! Who, 
like David, shout for the battle and 
demand the unconditional surrender 
of hell's forces. 
The price is high but the compen-
sations are great. Christianity rightly 
understood is always "radical and 
revolutionary." It demands death to 
depravity because this is the only route 
to grace and glory! 
Let any of my readers who have not 
given their all for His all, do so now! 
Let them "cry out for the cross" until 
they are "Crucified with Christ" and 
they too shall put the emphasis on en-
thusiasm for Christ ana His cause. 
Holy Extremism 
Eldon R. Fuhrman 






Christian education happens between persons: a teacher and a 
learner, a parent and a child, a counsellor and a camper. It happens 
when two or three gather in His name. 
Jesus called it making disciples. 
Christian education happens in classrooms and dining rooms, in 
canoes and cabins, in sanctuaries and under open skies. It happens 
whenever and wherever trust intersects with life and faith is born. 
Educators call it the teachable moment. 
Christian education happens in the congregation. It is here that chil-
dren, youth and adults are nurtured in the Way, join together in worship 
and learn the meaning of Christian relationships. 
The congregation is a teaching-learning community. 
The Board of Christian Education is committed to helping congre-
gational leaders in their ministry of teaching and training. It seeks to 
foster the kinds of learning experiences which bring persons into a 
living, loving relationship with Christ and His people. 
This report provides glimpses into BCE sponsored programs and 
activities. We invite you to take a look. 
Thank you for your prayers and support. 
John Arthur Brubaker 
John Yeatts 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
P.O. Box 127 




Materials for Year I of the Foundation Series curriculum 
are now in the final editing or printing stages. The editors 
are beginning to edit and process the four quarters of Year 
II. 
The material for a Sunday school quarter takes a long, 
twisting route from the curr iculum writer's desk to the 
Sunday school classroom. Writers write a manuscript. 
Editors revise it. Readers from sponsoring denominations 
evaluate it. Editors change it some more. Artists and photo-
graphers illustrate it. Designers arrange the pages for 
teacher's and student guides. Secretaries type it in final 
form. Proofreaders check it for errors. Pressmen print, 
staple and glue it together. The shipping room sends the 
finished material to bookstores which supply the local 
congregations. 
This process will continue through much of 1978. 
PROMOTING 
This quarter, over half of Brethren in Christ Sunday 
schools began using The Foundation Series curriculum. 
The Board feels it is important to provide teacher training 
opportunit ies for teachers so they can use The Foundation 
Series materials effectively. 
Two teacher training manuals are available to introduce 
teachers to the features of The Foundation Series 
curriculum. They are Resource Book for Teachers and 
Guide to Teacher Training. These books include exercises 
and worksheets for indiv iduals or g roups to use in 
becoming familiar with the parts of each class session. 
Copies are available through the Christian Light Book-
stores. 
Workshops are being planned and held at regional 
conference and area levels. Area assistants, individuals with 
special training in the use of the curriculum, are available to 
help plan workshops or serve as resource persons. Contact 
the BCE office to find out the name of your area assistant. 
USING 
Evaluation f rom Sunday school teachers are to be clipped 
and mailed from all quarter one teacher's guides. Until 
these come in, one can only guess at how teachers are 
responding to the curriculum, here is a sampling of early 
returns f rom area assistants: 
"I have heard good reports from several teachers—in 
fact, very enthusiastic." 
"After looking over the new materials, some could hardly 
wait to begin teaching. Some felt they had greater latitude in 
planning and could adapt it more easily to the needs of the 
students." 
What fire UJe 
Doing ? 
SUMMER SERVICE 
S u m m e r Service gives youth the opportuni ty to travel to 
new places, meet new Christ ian fr iends, and be involved in 
the mission outreach of the church. This year 25 persons 
part ic ipated in the program. Here is what they said about it. 
"I learned the value of hard work and keeping a good 
att i tude, no matter what I was asked to do. I also realized 
how impor tant it was to have devotions, both privately and 
with other people. . . . I also grew much closer to the Lord. I 
learned that pat ience is a key quality to attain and use. . . . 
But the most impor tant lesson I learned was that I need to 
trust the Lord in everything I do." 
"As a result of my assignment I became more conf ident of 
myself, learned to work better with others, learned to pray 
more consistent ly, and got to know Jesus better. . . ." 
"I can' t r emember ever having such a super t ime. . . . " 
"Try to get many more teens to get involved. Summer 
Service is a must. . . ." 
"It is a really rewarding exper ience." 
S u m m e r Service is dif ferent things to dif ferent people. 
For a number of teens each summer , it means excitement, 
chal lenge and a chance to serve others. For more informa-
tion, wri te to the Director of Summer Service. 
RESOURCES 
The fol lowing resources are made available to congre-
gat ions a n d / o r congregat ional Christ ian educat ion leaders. 
Challenge— is a quarter ly release which is sent to 
pastors, super intendents, deacons, and youth leaders. 
Challenge features articles on Christ ian educat ion and 
alerts leaders to Christ ian educat ion resources. 
Youth Ministries Resource— is a quarterly p rogram 
resource for youth leaders. YMR contains program ideas 
and other leadership aids for youth ministry. Copies are 
sent free to congregat ional youth leaders. 
Youth Notes— is a col lect ion of social ideas, p rogram 
ideas, and resource ideas submi t ted by youth leaders in the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Youth Week Materials—are made available each fall. The 
packet includes ideas for developing a week of youth 
activit ies. The theme for 1978 is "Discipl ined Disciples." 
Visitor Pages—the Board of Christ ian Education provides 
material for two pages in each issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor. These pages include i tems of interest for youth, 
famil ies, and Christ ian educat ion leaders. 
Family Appointment Calendar— is produced each year. 
This year a 200th Anniversary edit ion will feature significant 
themes in the life of the Brethren in Christ such as: 
Conversion, Missions and Evangelism, Life in the Spirit, The 
Way of Peace. Themes will be highl ighted with pictures and 
quotat ions f rom members of the denominat ion. 
Relay—is a plan of self-training and certif ication for every 
Christian educat ion worker. RELAY is a leadership develop-
ment program that gives persons an opportuni ty to improve 
their skills in their particular ministry at their own pace. 
Please write for addit ional informat ion about any of these 
resources. 
The BCE Directors are available to work with con-
gregations in developing teacher training workshops, family 
life conferences, youth programs, congregat ional planning 
sessions. Please contact the directors if you wish to involve 
them as resource persons or in helping to plan. 
BCE BUDGET SUPPORT 
20,000 — 
10,000 — 
Jan I Feb ll Mar I Apr I May I June I July I Aug Iseptl Oct I Nov I Dec 
The Board of Christian Education appreciates the 
generous and consistent response of congregat ions and 
individuals to its budget needs. This suppor t enables the 
Board to sustain and expand its ministry. 
The graph shows budget needs and budget receipts to 
date for this year. As of November 1, the receipts were 
$15,000 below budget needs. 
$24,000 is needed by December 31 to meet the BCE 
budget. This is possible as each congregat ion contr ibutes 
generously and faithfully. 
Thank you for your f inancial and prayer support . 
Please send your contr ibut ions to: Rev. J. Ralph Wenger, 
Box 485, Alta Loma, California 91701. 
Foundations 
for the Future 
BCE AT GENERAL CONFERENCE 
The Board of Christian Education is actively planning for 
General Conference in 1978. Directors have been appointed 
to arrange for youth activities, children's activities, Christian 
education workshops, Bible quiz playoffs and a Heritage 
Festival. 
The Heritage Festival will be a special event in honor of 
the denomination's 200th Anniversary. Exhibitors will 
demonstrate and display the crafts and skills of our fore-
fathers as well as those of the present day. 
WILDERNESS CAMPING INSTITUTE 
An experience that is becoming increasingly popular is 
wilderness camping—extended trips into remote areas. 
Realizing the potential that such experiences have for 
spiritual retreat and refreshment, the Board of Christian 
Education is sponsoring a Wilderness Camping Institute in 
the Adirondacks of New York during the summer of 1978. 
The purpose of this institute is to prepare persons to lead 
wilderness camping experiences throughout the brother-
hood. 
Skills in wilderness camping will be learned and practiced 
on the trip. Participants will backpack and canoe their way 
for fourteen days in the Adirondack mountains. The wilder-
ness experience will be directed toward training leaders so 
that they in turn can lead wilderness retreats for local 
congregations. Each regional conference will have oppor-
tunity to send two leaders to this training event. Contact 
your regional camping commission to register interest or 
obtain more information. 
LET YOUth BEGIN 
Plans for the denomination-wide youth convention to be 
held December 17-19, 1978 are in the final stages. "Let 
YOUth Begin" will be held at the French Lick Sheraton Hotel 
in Southern Indiana (pictured opposite). This facility offers 
sleeping, dining and meeting rooms all within one building. 
Indoor recreation, such as bowling, tennis, handball, swim-
ming, a men's and women's health club will be available for 
relaxing between sessions. 
This convention has grown out of a need that the Board of 
Christian Education has sensed within our church for a 
program to challenge young people to a life of disciple-
ship—especia l ly in the area of vocation and service. The 
convention also aims to train young people so that they can 
share insights with other young people in the local congre-
gation by means of a 48 page manual. 
Local congregations will need to begin planning now for 
this convention. The planning committee suggests that each 
congregation send at least two persons (ages 16-21) as 
delegates. Talk up the convention to other youth and make 
early arrangements for transportation. For more informa-
tion, contact the Convention Director, John Yeatts. 
The Board of Christian Education 
The Board of Christian Education is composed of 20 persons and trained educators who combine their 
persons committed to Christ and the Church. It includes knowledge and experience to sustain an effective program 
administrators, doctors, business persons, pastors, lay of Christian education in the brotherhood. 
BCE MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 
W. Lloyd Hogg, Chairman Curtis Byer 
David McBeth, Assistant Chairman Jesse Dourte 
John A. Byers, Secretary ' Mary Fretz 
Myron Lady, Assistant Secretary Gladys Gorman 
J. Ralph Wenger, Treasurer Jesse Heise 
John Arthur Brubaker, Executive Director Eugene Heidler 
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Situations in Rhodesia have a way of changing 
rapidly these days . . . when you read this article, 
it may be out of date. Remember to pray for 
the several thousand Brethren in Christ serving 
the Lord in this beautiful but troubled land. 
—Page Editor 
Youth at Work 
Rhodesia 
/ \ . L T H O U G H mission efforts have 
been concentrated in Matabeleland, 
ripples of witness and church-planting 
have spread through greater Rhodesia. 
Victoria Falls. A young man was 
assigned a teaching post there. He had 
been a member of the Tshabalala 
Brethren in Christ Church in Bula-
wayo and an active member of their 
youth organization. When he got to 
Victoria Falls, he began to find that 
members of his own church had no 
place to worship and the children of 
his school had no Sunday school. So 
he asked for permission to have ser-
vices at his school on Sunday. 
In about a year he was asking for 
bap t i sm/communion weekend ser-
vices which were duly planned. Just 
recently he started teaching a Release 
T i m e Bible class. (Gove rnmen t 
schools in Rhodesia allow Christian 
workers one class period per week to 
come to the school for the purpose of 
teaching the children of their own faith 
and any others who wish to join.) Now 
we have a growing church in Victoria 
Falls . . . all because one young man 
had a vision for service. 
Salisbury, the capital city. With 
such a large population the efforts are 
but a drop in the bucket, but many 
people hear the Word. Three Bible In-
stitute graduates work there. Plus 
regular services, they have an active 
Sunday school, youth group, women's 
meet ings which include cooking 
classes, eight Release Time Bible 
classes and a club comparable to 
Pioneer Girls. The Salisbury church is 
unique in that it provides a "church 
home away from home" for many 
Brethren in Christ members from the 
rural areas who work in the capital. 
Gwanda. The church is about two 
years old (it's been that long since the 
building was erected), and the Matopo 
Book Centre is less than a year old. 
But it is amazing the witness that goes 
out in that little town about 125 kilo-
meters south of Bulawayo. The man-
ager of the bookstore has a regular 
Good News Club for the children each 
Sunday morning at the hospital and 
the youth group goes for a service with 
the adults. The pastor works at the 
bookstore and carries on most of his 
pastoral duties after 5:00 p.m. He has 
a Theological Extension class each 
week, a study of God's Word mostly 
for church members. (It is an exten-
sion of Ekuphileni Bible Institute, 
offering credit for courses taken.) The 
pastor's wife has three Release Time 
classes per week, one of which is from 
7:00 to 8:00 Friday morning and is at-
tended by up to 150 children. Her hus-
band helps with this class before he 
goes to work at the Book Centre. 
Some kilometers south of Gwanda 
is a smaller town called Collen Bawn. 
A teacher of last year's graduating 
class from Mtshabezi is teaching a 
Release Time class there. 
Bulawayo, the "home base." Youth 
groups are very active in each of our 
five churches. One thing that keeps 
them so full of enthusiasm and zeal is 
the privilege of going to other 
churches to witness. Singing groups 
are a very important part of youth 
activity. Release Time classes are also 
an active witness in the Bulawayo 
schools, both primary and secondary. 
Each week there are thirty-six such 
classes. There are also Good News 
Clubs meeting after school for five 
days a week nearly the year round. 
In the Release Time Bible classes, a 
syllabus is designed to cover the Bible 
in three years. Throughout Rhodesia 
this year the Brethren in Christ are in-
volved in 49 classes under the leader-
ship of nine teachers, reaching more 
than 3,000 children and young people 
with the message of the Bible each 
week. It is interesting to note that 
most of these activities are carried on 
by the youth themselves, and many are 
youth-sponsored. 
Seeing the enthusiasm of the youth 
of the Rhodesian church should chal-
lenge and encourage each one of us. 
—Edna Switzer 
Church News 
Dates of Sports Tournament 
Announced 
Mark your calendar now—the sports 
tournament at Messiah College in basket-
ball, volleyball, and ping-pong will be on 
the following dates: February 23, 24, 25; 
March 3, 4; and March 16, 17, 18. Full 
information will be sent out in due time. 
Learning Resources Center Dedicated 
The Homecoming crowd at Messiah 
College in October was one of the largest 
ever. The activities included an Alumni 
Symposium, varsity and alumni sports, 
open house, class reunions, organ recital, 
prayer hour, and the alumni banquet . 
A very large crowd gathered in ideal fall 
weather for the dedication of the Murray 
Learning Resources Center on Sa turday 
af ternoon. Dean Brandt gave the speech, 
President Hostet ter gave recognitions, and 
John A. Hershey led in the ritual of dedi-
cation. 
to page fifteen 
THE WOMEN'S MISSIONARY 
PRAYER CIRCLE 
wishes to announce the winners of 
THE MISSIONS PLAYWRITING CONTEST 
First prize: "Great is Your Reward," by Mrs. Doreen Rice and Mrs. 
Linda Hoke, Chambersburg, PA 
Second prize: "Brother Because of Christ," by Mrs. Mildred Im-
boden, Bloomfield, NM 
The awards will be presented and the winning play performed at the 
WMPC rally at General Conference in July 1978 at Grantham, PA. Five 
of the contest entries, including the two prize-winners, will be printed 
in a booklet which will be available at General Conference for use by 
local congregations. 
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R E L I G I O U S N E W S 
from page two 
State Says "Plain People" 
Must Comply with Compulsory 
School Attendance Law 
The Kansas Attorney General has issued 
an opinion stating that Amish, Holderman 
Mennonites, and similar groups must send 
their children to a public or private school 
until age 16. 
The opinion reverses what had been 
state policy not to interfere with the "plain 
people" who believe on religious grounds 
that children need no more formal educa-
tion than the basic 3-Rs in elementary 
grades. 
T h e op in ion by A t t y . Gen . C u r t 
Schneider permits the state board of 
education " to require regular supervised 
programs of instruction for children up to 
age 16 in order to comply with the state's 
compulsory attendance law." 
David Kester, legal counsel for the state 
board of education, said "most children in 
certain Mennonite groups don' t attend 
school beyond the eighth grade, about age 
13 or 14." 
30% of Babies Born in N. Y 
Illegitimate, Survey Discloses 
A New York City health department 
report reveals that 30 percent of all babies 
born in the city in 1976 were illegiti-
m a t e — a l m o s t t h r e e t i m e s t he r a t e 
recorded 20 years ago. 
The report showed that 33,215 of the 
total 109,995 babies born in 1976 were 
illegitimate, compared with 11,160 of the 
165,553 babies born in 1956. 
The number of legitimate births dropped 
from 154,393 to 76,780 last year. 
$100 Million Medical Center 
Planned By Oral Roberts 
Evangelist Oral Roberts has announced 
plans to build a $100 million health center 
in Tulsa, Okla., which will combine medi-
cal expertise with prayer. 
The complex, to be called the City of 
Faith Medical and Research Center, will 
be housed in three towering gold colored 
triangular buildings. Construction will be 
launched by Oral Roberts University 
( O R U ) within a few weeks. The evangelist 
is also president of the University. 
Mr. Roberts said the center will include 
a 777-bed hospital, a 60-floor clinic and 
diagnostic center, and a 20-floor research 
center. An estimated staff of 5,000 will be 
required to maintain the center, including 
some 300 physicians and surgeons. 
"This is the completion of my life's 
dream for the healing and health of 
people," Mr. Roberts told O R U students 
at a chapel meeting where the plans were 
revealed. 
Bibles Approved in Cuba 
Permission has been given by the Cuban 
government for impor ta t ion of 5,000 
Bibles and New Testaments to be dis-
t r i b u t e d t h e r e by local P r o t e s t a n t 
churches. The United Bible Societies are 
sponsoring the project. 
Ballard to Succeed Graffam 
AsNAE's Relief Head 
Jerry P. Ballard, currently president of 
the management consulting firm of Ballard 
& Puckett, Inc., will succeed Dr. Everett 
GrafTam as executive vice president of 
World Relief Commission July 1 next 
year. 
Ballard, whose involvement in interna-
tional missions encompasses 17 years, 
served on the W R C executive committee 
from 1968 to 1970 and was employed by 
World Vision International from 1970 to 
1972. Earlier he was an editor with the 
Free Will Baptists in Nashville, Tenn. 
Mormons Report Record Number 
of Convert Baptisms in 1976 
The 147th semi-annual General Confer-
ence of the Mormon Church was told that 
convert baptisms to the Church reached a 
record 176,000 last year and may rise to 
200,000 in 1977. 
"Record numbers of people are joining 
the Church because it makes people hap-
py," Spencer W. Kimball, president of the 
4-million member Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints (Mormon) told the 
conference. 
Mr. Kimball cited a letter from a recent 
young convert who expressed her "peace, 
happiness and j o y " found in the gospel, as 
typical of the feelings of many who have 
accepted the message carried worldwide by 
nearly 25,000 missionaries. 
New Czech Bible to Mark 400th 
Anniversary of Historic Kralice Version 
The 400th anniversary , of the Kralice 
Bible, whose publication in 1579 was a 
high point of the Bohemian Reformation, 
will be marked in Czechoslovakia in 1979 
by the publication of a new interconfes-
sional Bible in modern Czech. 
The Ministry of Culture has given per-
mission for the printing of 120,000 copies 
of the new Bible, the Rev. Bohumir J. 
Sedlisky of the Czech Bible Work has re-
ported to the United Bible Societies, the 
international association of 59 Bible So-
cieties who conduct Bible translation, 
publication, and distribution around the 
world. 
The new translation is sponsored by the 
Czech Bible Work, which is the Scripture 
publication arm of the Czechoslovakian 
Ecumenical Council of Churches. Por-
tions of the new translation completed in 
advance have been published in stages ever 
since 1968, but 1979 will be the first year 
the whole text will appear in print. 
The Kralice Bible was translated by 
scholars belonging to the Unity of the 
Brethren (the spiritual heirs of John Huss, 
the 15th century Bohemian reformer). It 
has been the favorite Czech translation 
a m o n g t h e c o u n t r y ' s n o n - C a t h o l i c 
churches. 
Neglected 
" P l e a s e J o h n ! P lease J o h n ! M a k e 
a wi l l , " p leaded a wor r i ed wife, not 
because her h u s b a n d was ill or nea r 
d e a t h — i n fac t he was in t he best of 
hea l th . H e r conce rn was t h a t if any-
th ing should h a p p e n , the k n o w l e d g e 
of a p rope r ly p r e p a r e d will would 
solve m a n y p r o b l e m s . 
T h e D i r e c t o r of S t e w a r d s h i p w a s 
in t he h o m e discuss ing the m a k i n g of 
a C h r i s t i a n will and the i m p o r t a n c e 
of p r o p e r e s t a t e p lann ing . A f t e r 
m u c h d i s c u s s i o n , t h e h u s b a n d 
ag reeded t h a t a will should be pre-
pa red , but was unconce rned a b o u t 
the t ime . T h e wife and d i r ec to r urged 
h im to d o it now! F ina l ly the hus-
b a n d ha l f -hea r t ed ly said he would 
t a k e ca r e of this m a t t e r a t a l a te r 
da t e . H i s e s t a t e was very la rge being 
a re t i red successfu l bus iness m a n . 
A t t he conc lus ion of t he in terview 
the h u s b a n d , wife, and S t e w a r d s h i p 
D i r e c t o r j o ined h a n d s in p r aye r . 
P r a y e r was of fe red tha t G o d would 
help the head of the h o m e to ca r ry 
ou t his i n t en t ions of m a k i n g a will. 
A p p r o x i m a t e l y six m o n t h s la ter 
G o d cal led t he h u s b a n d very sud-
denly w i thou t w a r n i n g to his e te rna l 
r eward . T h e S t e w a r d s h i p D i r e c t o r 
was cal led by the widow a n d to-
ge the r they c o n t a c t e d several law-
yers a n d b a n k s seeking to find a 
w i l l — n o n e was found . 
T h e c o n s e q u e n c e was t h a t t he wife 
had to g o t h r o u g h unnecessa ry anxie-
ty. T h e s t a t e laws took over , a p p o i n t -
ing an a d m i n i s t r a t o r , d iv id ing t h e 
e s t a t e a m o n g the chi ldren a n d widow 
d i f f e r e n t l y t h a n t h e i r d e s i r e s . 
P r o b a t e , taxes , fees, and o t h e r cos t s 
r u n i n t o m u l t i p l i e d t h o u -
s a n d s — m o r e t h a n if a p r o p e r will 
had been d r a w n . N o beques t was 
given to t he chu rch or miss ions . All 
t h i s a n d m o r e c o u l d h a v e b e e n 
avoided if t he h u s b a n d would h a v e 
heeded his wi fe ' s p leadings , " P l e a s e 
J o h n ! P l ea se J o h n ! m a k e a wi l l !" 
T h e B r e t h r e n i n C h r i s t 
S t e w a r d s h i p D e p a r t m e n t will g lad ly 
send l i t e r a tu re or m a k e a pe r sona l 
c o n t a c t to help in e s t a t e p l ann ing . 
Y o u r inqui r ies a r e w e l c o m e at no 
cos t or ob l iga t ion . W r i t e to : 
Director of Stewardship 
Brethren in Christ Church 
548 N . Second Ave. 
Upland, Calif . 91786 
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But I Say Unto You, 
"Love Your Enemies" 
-Jesus 
D E L T O N F R A N Z , Washington 
representative for Mennonite Central 
Committee Peace Section, recently 
spent two days accompanying Festo 
Kivengere in meetings with State 
Department officials. Kivengere was in 
Washington to plead for Ugandan 
refugees. 
Currently before the Congress is a 
bill that would give 30 million dollars 
for African assistance. Kivengere, who 
had just returned from several weeks 
in Nairobi, Kenya, during August 
called Washington's attention to the 
some 50,000 refugees who have fled 
the increasingly brutal rule of Ugan-
da's president Idi Amin. 
Franz assisted in carrying through 
initial contacts that had been ar-
ranged by Don Jacobs of Mennonite 
Chris t ian Leadership Foundat ion, 
Salunga, Pa. According to Franz, six 
State Department officials were called 
in at the request for a hearing. The 
officials took careful note of Kiven-
gere's findings in Nairobi, reported 
Franz. 
Bishop Kivengere, of the Anglican 
Church in Uganda, fled Uganda by 
night in February of this year, after it 
seemed clear that an attempt would be 
made on his life. Reluctant to leave 
Uganda, Kivengere, along with the 
m u r d e r e d A n g l i c a n a r c h b i s h o p 
Luwum and religious leaders from the 
Muslim and Roman Catholic com-
munities, had made persistent appeals 
to Amin that he act according to law 
and reason and for the good of Ugan-
da. 
One hundred years ago this year, 
English missionaries first brought the 
gospel to Uganda under a favorable 
Kabaka who had been influenced by 
H. M. Stanley. Eight years later the 
Kabaka 's Muslim son brought about a 
wave of persecution, killing an English 
bishop and three Christian page boys 
among others. Today's confusion in 
Uganda is in part a legacy of the 
Muslim-Christian controversy. Ugan-
da has six million Christians and one 
million Muslims. The remainder of 
the ten million population follow 
traditional African religions. 
Don Jacobs, a former Mennonite 
missionary, arranged the Washington 
contacts with Kivengere in his capaci-
ty as member of Africa Enterprise, 
Pasadena, Calif. Africa Enterprise 
conducts a ministry to African ur-
banites and university students and 
last December sponsored PACLA 
(Pan African Christian Leadership 
Assembly) in Nairobi, Kenya. Upon 
parting at PACLA, Jacobs told the 
soon - to -be -mar ty r ed Archb i shop 
Janani Luwum, " G o d weeps for 
Uganda and so do we." 
T h e h u n d r e d - y e a r s u f f e r i n g of 
Christians in Uganda has brought out 
a spirit of triumphant martydom that 
is reminiscent of the European 
Anabaptist period. The three Chris-
tian boys burned to death in 1885 died 
s ing ing and p r a y i n g for t he i r 
persecutors. 
" I t is significant," says Don Jacobs, 
" that here is a contemporary ex-
perience of non-resistant Christianity, 
and surprisingly in a group which has 
n o t had t h i s in i t s d o c t r i n a l 
background." Kivengere tells the story 
of his s t ruggle and t r i umph in 
forgiving his countrymen's oppressor 
in I Love Idi Amin, Fleming H. Revell 
Co., 1977. 
Says Kivengere , " T h e su f fe r ing 
church looks forward into the coming 
century, if the Lord tarries, with ex-
citement and unshakeable confidence 
in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the power of His resurrection!" 
Jacobs comments that "we Ana-
baptists must avail ourselves of non-
violent models in our contemporary 
society." 
Numerous a t tempts have been 
made by Ugandan insurgents to 
depose Amin, but in almost uncanny 
ways have been foiled at the eleventh 
hour. The most recent was a widely-
organized coup attempt that had been 
planned for over 18 months. Amin was 
to have been disposed of at noon in a 
poolside Cabinet meeting but at 11:30 
the would-be overthrowers learned 
they had been betrayed. In his escape 
to Kampala , Amin avoided two 
groups of armed sympathizers. 
According to international reports 
the situation is growing worse. In early 
September 180 prisoners were re-
portedly beaten to "pulp" by unin-
formed soldiers using sledgeham-
mers. On September 20 Amin ' s 
government banned 27 religious sects 
and groups, with the list headed by 
Seventh Day Adventists and the 
Salvation Army. Freedom of worship 
was granted to only four recognized 
faiths—the Anglican Church of Ugan-
da, Islam, the Roman Catholics and 
the Ugandan Orthodox Church." 
Mennonite Central Committee and 
Mennonite mission boards are work-
ing on the problems refugees from 
Uganda and several other African 
states face. 
Missions 
Dr. and Mrs. Lee Isaacs have begun 
Voluntary Service assignments at Macha 
Mission Hospital in Zambia. They are 
members of the Church of the Way in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Jay Smith, a 1977 graduate of Messiah 
College, has begun a Voluntary Service 
assignment in Tokyo, Japan, teaching con-
versational English. He is the son of Rev. 
and Mrs. Joe Smith, missionaries in New 
Delhi, India. 
Mary Heisey, R.N., is home on furlough 
from her fourth term of missionary service 
in Zambia. Most recently she has been on 
the staff of Sikalongo Hospital, as well as 
serving as teacher for Tonga language 
study courses for missionaries. 
The 1977-78 M I S S I O N S P H O T O 
A L B U M is now ready for distribution 
through local congregations. Check with 
your pastor or W M P C about ordering. 
Or the Album, picturing national church 
leaders, missionaries and VSers, may be 
ordered directly from Brethren in Christ 
Missions, Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 
17022. The cost: $2.00 per copy. (Note: 
all missionaries and VSers receive a 
complimentary copy.) 
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A Summer Service 
Scrapbook 1977 
Summer Service has been a very rewarding experi-
ence for me this year. I made a lot of new Christian 
friends as I worked with them daily to serve the campers. 
Also, I grew much closer to the Lord in my own spiritual 
life. 1 learned that patience is a key quality to attain 
and use when working as a counselor. But the most 
important lesson I learned was that I need to trust the 
Lord in everything 1 do. When I attempted to do my job 
by myself, I failed; but when I turned everything over 
to the Lord, He helped me through my problems. I 
praise the Lord for all He did for me this summer! 
Bob Beachy 
Spring Lake Retreat 
What a summer! Twenty-five Brethren in Christ 
teens left home and traveled to mostly unknown places 
to work with mostly unknown people. They worked, 
cleaned, complained, cooked, counseled, goofed o f f , 
did laundry, painted, talked, whipped grass (!), wit-
nessed, shared of themselves. They did all these things 
at Mile High Pines, Spring Lake Retreat, Navajo 
Mission, Camp Lakeview, Upland Manor, Messiah 
Home, Palm Valley, Montreal Lake Children's Home, 
Kenbrook Camp. The clippings in this scrapbook tell 
who served, what they did and how they felt about it. 
Through working with the elderly, I gained a new 
respect for them. I plan to start now on developing the 
attitudes I will have then. 
Shirley Smith 
Messiah Home 
I don't know any ideas or anything to be changed 
(about the Summer Service program) except that 




Spring Lake Retreat 
I really enjoyed the work. We did painting mostly 
and one day I cut grass with a grass whip. All this was 
new and really exciting. 
Angela Witter 
Montreal Lake Children's Home and 
Family Camp 
I really learned a lot while I was on Summer Service. 
. . . I can communicate better with others. It wasn't 
always peaches and cream. There were rough times. But 
I feel I learned from them and grew stronger due to 
them. 
Silke Serzisko 
Mile High Pines 
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I can't remember ever having such a super time! I 
wished I could have stopped the hands of time and let 
my three weeks of Summer Service go on forever! I've 
learned so much about myself and other people I 'm 
sure I would have never known. I've started a much 
deeper and meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ 





I've just recently completed my term of Summer 
Service. I served at Upland Manor which is a retire-
ment complex in Upland, California. 
I took part in the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church. The church was a lot larger than the little 
country church that I came from. I made a lot of friends 
who will be lifetime friends. I also learned new ideas 
to bring back to my home church. 
There was a lot of hard work involved, but along 
with the work came pride in a job well done. 
I also visited a lot of the high points of California, 
such as Disneyland, Knotts Berry Farm, Sea World, etc. 
I would definitely recommend Summer Serive to 
anyone who is interested in learning a closer walk with 
God, meeting new people, trying new foods, seeing a 




This was my third year at Mile High Pines. I enjoyed 
it very much. I liked working with the kids that come 
here. I like to work with the crafts this year. Each 
summer I come back with new excitement. 
Dave Smith 
M He High Pines 
I feel that my Summer Service experience was the 
best thing that could have happened to me this summer. 
As a result of my assignment I became more confident 
of myself, learned to work better with others, learned 
to pray more consistently, and got to know Jesus better. 
These things I probably would have learned sooner or 
later, but Summer Service made it sooner, and I'm glad! 
Lori Hostetter 
Camp Lakeview 
. . . I really enjoyed the work and the people I met. 
I learned the value of hard work, and keeping a good 
attitude, no matter what I was asked to do. I also 
realized how important it was to have devotions, 
both privately and with other people. It was important 
to communicate with the people there so I couldn't 
start feeling isolated. I think I probably would recom-
mend Summer Service to a friend. If nothing else, the 
chance to try a different life style for a few weeks would 
make it worthwhile. 
Esther Zook 
Camp Lakeview 
Esther Zook Dave Lehman 
W H E R E A R E T H E P R O P H E T S ? 
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message includes such an unequivocal 
condemnation of violence? 
Consider for a moment the scope of 
the abomination about which the 
preachers are silent today. The com-
mitment of the nations to the spirit of 
violence today is in no way diminished 
from the time of Jesus or the prophets. 
It is, if anything, increased. There are, 
moreover, two new ingredients which 
make the situation dramatically more 
serious today. They are: 
1) the fantastic technological ad-
v a n c e s (if we m a y e u p h e -
mistically call greater capacity 
for global suicide an advance) in 
weapons research and develop-
ment 
2) the complicity of God's people in 
this massive obsession of the na-
tions with violence. 
These two additional factors make the 
silence of the preachers today both 
more astonishing and more culpable 
than the silence of any previous 
generation of preachers. 
The diabolical advance in the 
technology of violence has been so 
profuse and numbing that, by and 
large, people try to maintain their 
sanity by closing the facts out of their 
minds. From the atomic bomb to the 
hydrogen bomb to the neutron bomb 
in two generations is more insanity 
than the average person can easily 
cope with. From horses, to ships, to 
planes, to ballistic missiles to anti-
ballistic missies to cruise missiles in 
one century is more organized dedi-
ca t ion to the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of 
homicide than man, created in the 
image of God, can readily embrace. 
From a U.S. defense budget of $500 
million prior to World War II to 
something in excess of $100,000 
million today (two hundred times as 
much) is more dedication to overkill 
capacity than rational people can easi-
ly rationalize, and certainly more than 
moral people can easily moralize. It is 
not easy in these circumstances, when 
budgets for national defense have long 
since been replaced by budgets for the 
world arms race (for "more sophisti-
cated means of mutual annihilation," 
as someone has put it) to maintain 
one's mental balance, and I suppose 
we must excuse the masses for pre-
ferring not to think about it. 
In addition to the new level of 
military technology today we must 
reckon with the involvement of God's 
people in the massive obsession of the 
nations with violence. In biblical times 
it seems as if the nations around Israel 
specialized in militarism but God's 
people were generally separated from 
it. This is, of course, most true of the 
New Testament church, but in the Old 
Testament as well there is a general 
abhorrence of reliance on military 
force, and the militarization of Israel 
and Judah is cited as an important 
reason for the decline of both. With 
this in mind we can only view with 
alarm the extent to which Christians 
today are advocates for a "secure 
defense posture," a "bargaining from 
strength" position, a "first rate deter-
rent capability," and even a "pre-
emptive" or "first strike" capacity. 
Everyone of these expressions is a 
euphemism for fueling the arms race. 
So, returning to our original ques-
tion, where are the preachers who will 
say so? Consider a parable. 
If a man in Wichita, Kansas put up 
a chain link fence around his property 
to keep out vandals and stray dogs, no 
one would pay much attention. There 
might be a few murmurs if he chained 
a German shepherd inside the gate, 
but if he explained that he lived in a 
bad neighborhood most people would 
ignore it. If, however, two weeks later 
workmen came and installed bars on 
all of the windows of his house and re-
moved the shrubs from his lawn some 
would begin to think his protective 
measures a bit extreme. If next the 
man ran electric barbed wire above the 
chain link fence, turned loose two 
Dobermans and three German shep-
herds in his lawn, supplemented his 
target pistol and hunting rifle with five 
semi-automatic shotguns and 10 cases 
of ammunition purchased at a cost of 
$800, and installed a $3,000 burglar 
alarm system, then people would begin 
whispering to each other about our 
security-conscious citizen. 
He is, after all, a man of modest 
means with a wife, three children and 
his elderly mother to support. But if 
next the man took out a second 
mortgage on his house to finance a 
bullet-proof watch tower in each cor-
ner of his property, hired guards to 
man the towers, installed search lights 
which scanned the surrounding area at 
night, and forbade his family to visit 
or talk with half of the neighbors, the 
citizens of Wichita would begin to 
take decisive measures to deal with 
him. Most probably he would be de-
clared insane, or criminally insane 
(especially after he took some shots at 
several men with a moving van at the 
other end of the block, explaining they 
were a threat to his home). 
Perhaps (though it does not seem 
likely) almost everyone in the city 
would ignore the frenzies of our 
security conscious citizen, but if that 
were the case it seems highly unlikely 
that the preachers of Wichita would 
long defer comment on the strange 
silence of the public, especially if they 
saw some of the parishioners begin-
ning to imitate the deviations of this 
troubled man. 
If it be objected that the world arms 
race, in contrast to this, is a response 
to real enemies let us add that our 
security-conscious citizen has been 
explicitly threatened by violent men 
and he is acting only to defend him-
self. 
Where are the preachers who will 
condemn the sin of violence, in the 
tradition of the prophets and the 
apostles? Are they waiting for some-
thing more than the present nuclear 
capacity of the United States to de-
stroy the Soviet Union 30 times over? 
It is, of course, unfair to single out 
the preachers as most culpable for this 
deafening silence. The people are busy 
buying houses and lands, marrying 
and giving in marriage, and eating and 
drinking. All of this is good in itself, 
but not good enough for living in the 
kingdom at the present moment. This 
is a time for the watchman to shout 
the warning because he sees a sword 
coming upon the land (Ezekiel 33), 
and judgment is in store for the 
perpetrators of violence and destruc-
tion. 
The nations raged, but thy wrath 
came, 
and the time for the dead to be 
judged, 
for r eward ing thy se rvants , the 
prophets and saints, 
and those who fear thy name, 
both small and great, 
and for destroying the destroyers of 
the earth. 
(Revelation 11:18) 
Have the preachers made it clear 
that God abhors violence? Have they 
pointed out the abomination of Chris-
tians paying millions of tax dollars an-
nually for multi-billion dollar arms 
race budgets? Has the church said in 
such a way that the world knows that 
it believes " I t ' s a sin to build a nuclear 
weapon?" 
Where are the preachers? Have they 
made common cause with the de-
stroyers of the earth? 
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In a suprise announcement, the college 
archives were named the Engle Archives, 
honoring Dr. Harold Engle for twenty-one 
years of service as chairman of the Board 
of Trustees. Upon Dr. Engle's request to 
be relieved of the office, Dwight Bert of 
Upland, California was elected to head the 
board. 
Following the dedication ceremony, the 
host of people were given tours through the 
spacious facility by Roger C. Miller, the 
learning resources center director, and his 
staff. 
The Parish Grant program at Messiah 
College provides three benefits to students 
from Brethren in Christ congregations. 
1. Scholarship aid of $ 100 per semester. 
2. Travel aid of up to $300, based on 
distance. 
3. Ministerial student aid of $100 in 
Junior and Senior years. 
To qualify for the Parish Grant , the 
student needs to be a member or regular 
at tendant of a Brethren in Christ congre-
gation. When the pastor verifies this, the 
above kinds of aid are available. 
The Parish Grant is made possible by 
the support of the congregations for the 
ministry of Messiah College. As congre-
gations include the college in the annual 
budget or receive special offerings for the 
college, this program is able to continue. 
During the 1976-77 school year Messiah 
awarded Parish Grants to Brethren in 
Christ students in the amount of $67,734. 
Receipts from Brethren in Christ congre-
gations towards the operational budget of 
the college totaled $50,609. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
The Grantham congregation held a 
Missions Conference on Nov. 4, 5, and 6. 
The conference began with a potluck 
supper on Friday evening. Those sharing in 
the program were Luke Keefer, Sr., Kas 
Rixon, and Robert L. Nicklaus. The 
pastors are Dr. Robert Ives and Rev. 
Merle Brubaker. 
The Montgomery congregation reports 
their church was filled on Sunday morn-
ing, Oct. 16. The Jacob Brothers from Me-
chanicsburg presented a musical program 
for a Sunday school promotion. Rev. H. 
Melvin Boose is the pastor. 
Sunday, Oct. 16, was Rally Day for the 
Mowersville congregation. Guest singers 
for the day were the Pell Brothers from 
Lafayette, Ga. The pastor is Rev. Mervin 
Potteiger. 
Atlantic 
The Manheim congregation held a 
Groundbreaking Service for new church 
facilities on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 30. 
Rev. Isaac Kanode is the pastor. 
T h e V a l l e y V i e w c o n g r e g a t i o n 
celebrated Old Fashioned Sunday on Sept. 
18. A dinner was served before the special 
afternoon service was held. A new nursery 
addition has been completed. The pastor is 
Rev. Calvin Hamblin, Jr . 
Pastor Hamblin and family get in the spirit of 
Old Fashioned Sunday. 
Canadian 
The Delisle congregation held a special 
service on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 2 as 
they were transferred to full conference 
status. The Board of Bishops were meet-
ing in Saskatchewan over that weekend, 
thus making it possible for four of the 
bishops to share in the service which recog-
nized the refurbishing of the sanctuary, 
kitchen, and Sunday school area. Rev. 
Allan Hopper is the pastor. 
Central 
A concert of gospel music was presented 
to the Highland congregation on Sunday 
evening, Oct. 30, by the Kuhn Sisters. The 
congregation took part on two different 
Saturdays in October to raise a barn for 
the Lutz family whose barn had burned 
last spring. The pastor is Rev. Louis 
Cober. 
The Newton High School Choir sang 
during the morning worship service for the 
Pleasant Hill congregation on Sunday, 
Oct. 9. Rev. Glenn Hensel is the pastor. 
Midwest 
The Mountain View congregation held a 
Church Worker 's Retreat at Golden Bell 
Nazarene Camp on November 11 and 12. 
Daniel Miller, serving with Wycliffe Trans-
l a t e s gave a presentation on Jungle Avia-
tion and Radio Service on Sunday even-
ing, Oct. 26. The pastor is Rev. James Esh. 
Pacific 
On Sunday evening, Oct. 23, the 
Sterlings presented an evening of music to 
the Alta Loma congregation. Rev. J. Ralph 
Wenger is the pastor. 
Births 
Felbush: Jason Luke, born Sept. 11, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Monte Felbush, Abilene 
congregation, Ks. 
Grove: Robert Eugene, born Oct. 16, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grove, Mowersville 
congregation, Pa. 
Robinson: Kristi Lynn, born Sept. 21, to 
Dallas and Susan (Day) Robinson, Canoe 
Creek congregation, Pa. 
Veun: Kannitha Roth, born Sept. 29, to 
Amro and Tevy Veun, Fairland congre-
gation, Pa. 
Williams: Nathan Lee, born Sept. 28, to 
Jeffrey and Karen Williams, Fairland con-
gregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Bowman-Reitz: Brenda, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Reitz, and Larry, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. George Bowman, Oct. 8, 
in the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Paul Snyder officiating. 
Prim-Adams: Lisa Lee, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Norman Adams, Phoneton, 
Ohio, and Byron Ray, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lester Prim, Trotwood, Ohio, Oct. 15, in 
the Phoneton Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Elam O. Dohner and Rev. David 
Buckwalter officiating. 
Ritchey-Bawel: Ruth Elaine, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Y. Bawel, Belle-
ville, Pa., and Walter Scott, son of Rev. 
and Mrs. Harry L. Ritchey, Everett, Pa., 
Oct. 8, in the Big Valley Brethren in Christ 
Church with the groom's father and Rev. 
John L. Rosenberry officiating. 
Thrush-Heisey: Donna L., daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Heisey, Rexville, N. Y., 
and Curtis A., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Thrush, Shippensburg, Pa., Oct. 1, 
in the Jemison Valley Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Richard Long and Rev. 
Lynn Thrush officiating. 
Wetmore-Oldham: Carol, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Oldham, Genesee, 
Pa., and Duane Wetmore, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ferris Wetmore, Knoxville, Pa., Oct. 
15, in the Jemison Valley Brethren in 
Christ Church with father of the bride and 
Rev. William O'Neil officiating. 
Obituaries 
Gish: Helen W. Gish, Upland, Ca., died 
Oct. 11, 1977, at the age of 77. She was the 
daughter of Joseph Harvey and Rebecca 
Gish. She is survived by a sister, Mrs. Paul 
Book; and a brother, Chester W. Gish. She 
was a member of the Upland Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service 
was conducted by Rev. Alvin C. Burk-
holder and Rev. C. R. Heisey. Interment 
was in the Belevue Mausoleum, Ontario, 
Ca. 
Skinner: Reece C. Skinner, Knoxville, 
Pa., died Sept. 29, 1977, at the age of 85. 
He is survived by his wife, Katie; and two 
daughters: Mrs. Ruby Rice and Mrs. 
Wanda Rice. He was a member of the 
Jemison Valley Brethren in Christ Church. 
The funeral service was conducted in the 
Charles Kenyon Funeral Home, Elkland, 
Pa., with Rev. Thomas Bouch and Rev. 
Allen Brubaker officiating. Interment was 
in the Howland Cemetery. 
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I N T H E morning, long before dawn, He got up and left 
the house and went off to a lonely place and prayed there." 
In the middle of the hustle and bustle of His life on earth, 
Jesus withdrew to a lonely place, to a restful place, to be 
alone with His Father. 
It seems that in the lonely places Jesus found the 
courage and strength to fulfill the Father 's will in His 
earthly life. When Jesus went to a lonely place, He was 
able to grow in the awareness that God was His source of 
power and that the words He spoke and the works He did 
were of the One who sent Him. 
Our life without a lonely place is a life without a quiet 
center and easily becomes destructive. Too often we get 
caught up in identifying ourselves according to our accom-
plishments rather than identifying ourselves as God's chil-
dren. We live in a success-oriented world. We often judge 
our worth according to how much we achieve and begin 
losing our self-worth if we are not a producer. 
I have found that being a volunteer in Mennonite 
Central Committee I have felt pressures to accomplish. 
How many classes do I teach each week? What do I do 
with my time out of classes? What am I planning to do 
when some of my classes terminate? How many women do 
I plan to touch with my classes? 
And I feel that I've been doing exactly that—touching, 
and not too much more. Often I've been so busy trying to 
accomplish, that I've not had time or energy to be a better 
friend to the women I touched, be a better neighbor or be 
relaxed enough to enjoy God's most wonderful crea-
tion—people. 
Within the last few months I have come to feel rather 
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drained. I think it's because I've neglected to find a lonely 
place to refresh myself and also because I haven't felt free 
to just slow down enough to take time for people. I am 
convinced that teaching classes is important and very 
worthwhile, but I also think that we need a better balance 
between trying to accomplish and taking time for people. 
Being refreshed in a lonely place helps us to care the way 
Jesus cared. What does it mean to care? 
Care basically means to share or experience sorrow and 
joy with another person. This is a different meaning than 
some people seem to understand. Why do we think that 
caring is the have's towards the have-not's or the strong to-
wards the weak? 
Many times a friend who will simply be close and will-
ing to share our sadness with her heart means more than 
the friend who gives advice, solutions or cures. Often cure 
is refused by those in need because it is not offered with 
care. Cure without care is humiliating and oppressing 
rather than liberating. 
A friend who cares makes it clear that whatever the cir-
cumstances, being near and being present is more mean-
ingful than offering solutions. We must not be afraid to 
experience with others what they experience—their 
sorrows and their joys. 
In solitude we can discover that we do not need to 
defend and mask our life by good works, but can enjoy and 
share it as a gift. In solitude we can relax and learn that we 
are worth more than the results of our efforts. Our worth 
and our usefulness are not the same. 
When we occasionally allow ourselves to be refreshed by 
retreating to a lonely place, reflecting on God's love and 
power in us, our worth in His eyes and the joy of being His 
child, then we can do our work with new vigor. We can rely 
more completely on Him to love and work through us. " In 
the morning, long before dawn, He got up and left the 
house and went off to a lonely place and prayed there." 
